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sure while the other is being emptied and refilled. When a considerable
output; is required, as many as six finishing presses may be grouped in
one battery, served by one or two extractor compressors, whose function
is to fill and empty the cages, exerting at the same time a preliminary
pressure. As soon as a cage is filled to its utmost capacity it is trans-
ported from the compressor extractor to one of the finishing presses by
means of a carriage running on rails, and another cage which has been
sufficiently long under pressure is returned to the compressor extractor
to be emptied of its cakes and refilled with meal. By this system there
is a saving in time, labour, and power.
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The extended use of plywood has caused a considerable demand lor
large veneering presses, such as shown in fig. 22. The press itself is of
the vertical four-column type with one or more cylinders located in the
base connected to a common moving table. Between the moving table
and head a number of steam-heated plattens are located, provided \\ith
links or stops, which separate them an equal distance from each other when
open, at the same time allowing them to close freely. The plattens are
usually machined steel plates, so drilled that the steam admitted will circu-
late uniformly, the steam and drain headers being located at the sides,
the plates being connected thereto by either flexible tubing or telescopic
connections in the manner shown.

CHAPTKR   VIII
Baling Presses
A simple form of baling press as used for goods such as cloth, hides, See.,
consists of a base connected to a head by four columns and a cylinder (usually
located in the base) containing a ram connected to a moving table, which is
usually made to slide on the columns. The goods are pressed between
the head and moving table, which are usually fitted with stillages or plattens
grooved to receive the lashing plates, which hold the canvas-covered bale
together when removed from the press. When the material to be baled
is loose, such as hay, waste, flax, and cotton, &c., a box is used which is
either made of timber or metal, according to the density of the bale required,
as it must withstand the lateral pressure of the material during the process,
which is often considerable at the completion of the operation. Further-
more, the box must be made so that the four sides closely fit the moving
table or follower which it guides, and one side must be provided with
hinges and catches, in order that the box may be removed on runners and